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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Reference 
characters "21" and "30" have both been used to designate main body. For example, 
see recitation of "main body 30" in Paragraph 50, line 4 and Paragraph 51 , line 2, and 
"main body 21" in Paragraph 51, lines 3, 6, 9, 14, 18. For each component, a single 
reference number must be used to identify the component. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Furthermore, reference character "21" has been used to designate both main 
body and base. For example, see recitation of "base 21" in Paragraph 55, line 6 and 
Paragraph 56, line 4, and "main body 21" in Paragraph 51, lines 3, 6, 9, 14, 18. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5 and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Recitation of "he" in line 2 should be corrected to "the". 

Claim 14 is misdescriptive in the recitation, "the magnetic field generating source 
having magnets and the ferromagnetic plate are arranged planarly symmetric to the 
central axis of the path." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U:S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1, 12, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tamura (US 6,570,727). Regarding Claim 1, Tamura discloses a data erasing device 
(see 100 in Figures 1 or 900 in Figure 9) for erasing data recorded on a magnetic 
recording medium using a magnetic field generated from permanent magnets, 
comprising: a main body case (housing necessarily provided for assembly 900) for 
housing a magnetic recording medium on an upper surface; a magnetic field generating 
source 920 formed by arranging two permanent magnets 412, 414 (see Figure 4) each 
having one of north pole and a south pole above a ferromagnetic plate 404 so that they 
have mutually attracting polarities; a first transferring member (see member attached on 
the right to 920, see Figure 9, Claims 6-7) that can move the magnetic field generating 
source in a predetermined direction inside the main body case; a second transferring 
member (see components 914, 916, 912) that can move a magnetic recording medium 
in a direction substantially perpendicular to a movement direction of the magnetic 
generating source on the upper surface of the main body case (Column 1, lines 11-16, 
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Column 2, lines 13-16, Column 3, lines 38-48, Column 4, lines 11-17, 26-39, 49-62, 
Column 5, lines 4-12). 

Regarding Claim 12, Tamura discloses a data erasing device (see 100 in Figures 
1 or 900 in Figure 9) for erasing data recorded on a magnetic recording medium using a 
magnetic field generated from permanent magnets, comprising: a first magnetic field 
generating source (see upper portion of 920 in Figure 9) formed by arranging two 
permanent magnets 412, 414 (see Figure 4) each having one of a north pole and a 
south pole above a ferromagnetic plate 404 so that they have mutually attracting 
polarities; a main body case (housing necessarily provided for assembly 900) in which 
the magnetic field generating source is internally attached to the ferromagnetic plate 
with the ferromagnetic plate an upper surface side; a path 914 provided in the main 
body case perpendicular to the magnetic field generated by the magnetic field 
generating source; and a tray (see 916 and portion around, 910, 912, 930 in Figure 9) 
that is of a size that, as well as being able to house the magnetic recording medium, 
can reciprocally move within the main body case along the path (Column 1, lines 11-16, 
Column 2, lines 13-16, Column 3, lines 38-48, Column 4, lines 11-17, 26-39, 49-62, 
Column 5, lines 4-12). 

Regarding Claim 14, Tamura discloses the data erasing device, wherein a 
second magnetic field generating source (see lower portion of 920 in Figure 9) is 
provided in the main body case under the first magnetic field generating source facing 
the first magnetic field generating source across the path, and the second magnetic field 
generating source having magnets 416, 418 (see Figure 4) and a ferromagnetic plate 
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402. The remaining part of Claim 14 recites that the magnetic field generating source 
having magnets and the ferromagnetic plate are arranged planarly symmetric to the 
central axis of the path, and is objected to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in sectiorr t02 of this title, if thedifferences between the subject matter-sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tamura (US 6,570,727) in view of Huffman et al. (US 3,71 1 ,750). Regarding 
Claim 13, Tamura does not disclose that the first magnetic field generating source is 
constructed to be movable in a direction perpendicular to a central axis of the path. 
Huffman discloses a data erasing device (see Figures 1-4), wherein a first magnetic 
field generating source 42, 44 is constructed to be movable in a direction perpendicular 
to a central axis of a path (Column 3, lines 1-19). It would have been obvious to those 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a movable magnetic 
source as taught by Huffman to obtain maximum demagnetizing effect for erasing data 
from the magnetic disk. 

Regarding Claim 15, Tamura does not disclose a portable carrying case, the 
carrying case comprising a lower case including handles in an upper portion thereof; an 
upper case that can cover the lower case; a cushioning material packed into the upper 
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case and the lower case; and an indented portion provided in the cushioning material 
inside the lower case, capable of housing the data erasing device. Huffman discloses a 
portable carrying case 16, the carrying case comprising a lower case 32; an upper case 
20 that can cover the lower case, a cushioning material 22 packed into the upper case 
and the lower case. It would have been obvious to those skilled in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide a carrying case as taught by Huffman to facilitate 
safe, easy, and convenient transporting of the data erasing device to the place of 
operation. Huffman's drawing does not show a handle or an indented portion provided 
in the cushioning material inside the lowercase, capable of housing the data erasing 
device. It would have been obvious to those skilled in the art at the time the invention to 
provide a handle and indented portion for easy handling and for additional safety. 

Regarding Claim 16, Huffman does not disclose that a magnetic shield plate for 
preventing leakage to the outside of the carrying case of a magnetic flux generated from 
the data erasing device is provided in the upper case. It would have been obvious to 
those skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to provide a magnetic shield 
plate to comply with the environmental protection and safety standards to avoid any 
exposure to leakage flux from the strong permanent magnets of the device while in 
transport. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 2-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter Regarding Claim 2, Tamura discloses the data erasing device, wherein: the 
magnetic field generating source is provided in the first transferring member with the 
ferromagnetic plate 404 (see Figure 4) underneath so that a generated magnetic field 
extends beyond the upper surface of the body case into the space above; the first 
transferring member is movably attached to the main body case with respect to the 
main body case so that the magnetic field is applied uniformly within a predetermined 
range at the upper surface of the main body case; the second transferring member is 
constructed and comprises a frame that can house the magnetic recording medium in 
its central portion in a state where magnetic recording medium is supported on the 
upper portion of the main body case, one end of the ratably fixed to the upper surface of 
the main body case by means of a rotation shaft (see 912, 916 in Figure 9); and the 
second transferring member swings around the rotation shaft in a state where a 
magnetic recording medium is housed in the frame, and after the second transferring 
member has swung a predetermined number of times. Tamura does not disclose that 
the first transferring member is stepwise and that the position of the first transferring 
member sequentially changes stepwise and at each step the second transferring 
member swings only the predetermined number of times. This limitation, in combination 
with the other recited limitations, is not disclosed by the Prior Art of record. Claims 3-1 1 
depend on Claim 2. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lucy Thomas whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6002. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus can be reached on 571-272-2058. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

LT 

April 18, 2006 
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